"N:gh‘rmare the Unde'rsxdé of the Nm)n-

“Years.” He was interviewed by. Wash-{ .

mgtan Si'cr Sl’uh’" erfer Norman Ker{xpm

R:chard leon res:aned we've learn-"

ed*a number ‘of dxsquxetmg facts

‘about-previous presidents. Did Nixon*

‘cho ?an ything hxs ‘predecessors didn’t_
0? - .-

.uI\as: The fn‘st thma that needs !
to be said- about that is that we do not ¢

know ew—*rythmu that Richard Nixon -
“did, and we certainly. do not know
everythm g that his'predecessors did.*
There has undoubtably been more de-} A
“tail’on the underside, of the Nxxon.
years than there has'on the undersxde “
of the henredy or ‘theJohnson years.

I-would say on. thefbasxs -of the-
_ materials that are’ avaﬂable at. the
‘moment;. the difference is that the”
two, earher ‘presidents_seemed to. be &+
_able'to use the existing'agencies, par-
ticularly the CIA and the FBI, more’
‘successfully thans «Nixon:— leon

‘meeting. ome; -
avenc:les. :

was:
nor the CIA’s-kind of man. He-did not
niix with Richard Helms the way that
John Kennedy eould, they did- not-
-share the social] backcrround And.,
with J. Edgar‘Hoover becau%e Hoo-
ver was getiing to be an old, cranky;® g
cantankerous man who was still very:
“image-conscious. For.all those rea-}
sons, Nixon cou]dn’r use those two;
existing agencies.-And Nixon had to |
set up-his own in-house operations —=
first the Caulfield .and Ulazawitz:
operation which was clownish' and:
therefore perhaps not all that dan-}
gerous, and finally the somewhat!
anore “professional but:also rather.
<lownish plumbe bperatlon ‘which-
was dangerous.

may have resulted some-

_the -Eastern -establishmernt

. been abIe touse: 2

'vmced‘of this. I firmly be-

.nothing more than a-New
" York Times foreign corre-

* York Times foreign corre:
“spondent that. my life would

—better with. women, that 1

229, and I found that my life

-traces of acne, I was no bet-
“ter with women, I'was no

“*to " Richard™: “Nixor. - He

- contained. Do you think he’

,,,.-4.-;.:,.‘.-r
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Q. ‘Are . :you' saying then
thal' the: Nixon -scandals

what from the fact that he
felt:to be an. outsider from

_which his. predecessors. had

A Absolutely JIoam ori

lieve that one of the major
roots of Watergate is Rich-
ard .~:Nixon's vi. profound
feeling of powerlessness If
I may mterject a personal
note here -~ for years I be-
lieved that I wanted to be

spondent. ‘And I believed
that when I became a New

change, that rmy acne would
disappear, that I would be

would be suave and cool
and debonair. And [ became
a'New York Times foreign
correspondent at the age of

did not change. I still have-

-.suaver, cooler ‘or* more
debonaxr J<was still the|
“same Tony LukasTT think a-
comparable thing happened.

craved being presxdent of:
- the United States he got
into office and he found that
that same feeling of power-:
-lessness which had dogged
-his for decades was st:ll
there. He felt powerless in
the Oval Office and became
determined to destroy those
enemies who he b.eheved
were still out there.'

Q: Surely: Nixon’ must
have known what the tapes

believed " that the tapes
“could be covered up forev-
er?

-
Tl oael

-1 put forward in this book"

", made the tapes, which sug-
~gests that he made them, in

f them were. -
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A Ihave a theo'ry“i{)-}ﬁcn
‘about why the President

-very large part, because he -
wanted to get a nrassive tax
- deduction for the gift of the
- tape-recorded history of his. {

“presidency to the National =
~Archives. That would ex-
« plain why he didn’t do what
I think.in retrospect he
should have ‘done, which
was to destroy all of the
tapes in the 10 days be-
tween Butterfield’s  an-
‘nouncement:and the time
‘they were subpoenaed by
-Cox. There are other rea-
sons that he didn’t destroy.
-the tapes. I think e was
persuaded by somre of his |
‘awyers that the courts |

. ééuldn‘r get thent. The law- } .

syers were obviously dead |
-wrong. They seemed to feel |
‘that the President wanted !
to hear that they couldn’t {*
_‘pet them. He also believed !
‘that portions of the tapes
.were exculpatory, as some l
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